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AUSTRALIA. 20 Mar.—Import Restrictions. Mr Menzies, the Prime 
Minister, stated that the Government had decided to recall for examina. 
tion all import licences issued for imports from the dollar area, and fo; 
all other goods which had been subject to control, with the exception of 
petroleum products. 

28 Mar.—In a review of the Government’s economic policy, Mr 
Menzies announced new measures to encourage rural production, 
priority system for public works, encouragement for housing, and the 
Government’s intention to limit uneconomic industries. 

1 Apr.—Uranium. Mr Menzies announced that the first uranium 
produced in Australia would be supplied to the combined (Anglo-U.S,) 
development agency of the Atomic Energy Commission. 


AUSTRIA. 2 Apr.—During a special debate on the western proposals 
for a peace treaty, Dr Gruber, Foreign Minister, approved the western 
draft as a basis for discussion, and said it was now incumbent on the 
Soviet Union to state its case. He declared that his Government intend- 
ed eventually to bring the peace treaty before the United Nations. 
The National Assembly passed a resolution protesting against the 
continued occupation of Austria, the trial of Austrians by military 
courts, and ‘economic exploitation’ by the Occupying Powers. 


BELGIUM. 22 Mar.—The Government announced drastic counter- 
inflationary measures, including the blocking by the National Bank of a 
quarter of the proceeds from exports of steel and metal goods to western 
Europe and blocking to an increased extent of all other export revenues 
from Europe. Repayments of loans and interest payments to Belgium 
would be blocked to the extent of 40 per cent. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 31 Mar.—Kenya. A police patrol lost one 
killed and had two seriously injured after beating off attacks by about 
300 Gelubba tribesmen from Ethiopia, thirty miles south of the 
Ethiopian border on the eastern shore of Lake Rudolf. 


BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 21 Mar.—Gold Coast. The Assembly 
elected Dr Kwame Nkrumah as first Prime Minister of the Gold Coast 
by 45 votes to 31, with 8 abstentions. 

25 Mar.—Gold Coast. New Government. Dr Nkrumah an- 
nounced his Cabinet in which he assumed, in addition to the premier- 
ship, the portfolio of the new Development Department. 


BURMA. 26 Mar.—Chinese Nationalist Troops. The Prime 
Minister, U Nu, announced to the press that ‘major military operations’ 
had been launched against Chinese Nationalist troops in Burma near 
the eastern frontier. In reply to a question on the proposal that a U.N. 
commission should investigate the situation on the border, U Nu said 
that the arrival of a commission in which Communist China might have 
no confidence might affect existing cordial relations with Peking. 

28 Mar.—About 1,000 Karen rebels attacked and burned down the 
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stations at Sitkwin and Minhla, on the railway line between » 
and Prome. Rangoo 


CANADA. 25 Mar.—Polish demand for return of art treasures (see 
Poland). 


CEYLON. 22 Mar.—The Prime Minister, Mr D. S. Senanayake, died 
in Colombo of injuries received in a riding accident. 

26 Mar.—The Governor appointed Mr Dudley Senanayake, 
Minister of Agriculture and son of the deceased Prime Minister, to be 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence and External Affairs. 


CHINA. 24 Mar.—The Communists released and expelled from China 
Bishop Bayeux of Normandy who had been imprisoned with his hands 
manacled since January 1951. 


CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH AND SOUTH- 
EAST ASIA. 24 Mar.—The fourth meeting of the Colombo Plan 
Committee was opened in Karachi by the Prime Minister of Pakistan. 
It was attended by delegations from sixteen countries, including 
Burma, Nepal, and Indo-China—the latest members. 

28 Mar.—<At the conclusion of the conference the Committee 
adopted the report and preliminary work done by officials of the par- 
ticipating governments. The report recorded that Australia had pro- 
vided for economic development during the first year of the plan 
£A.8,750,000 of which India had been allocated £A.4,200,000, Pakistan 
{A.2 m., and Ceylon £A.300,000. Canada had agreed to provide $25 m. 
for capital development in the fiscal year 1951-2, of which approximately 
$15 m. had been allocated to India and $10 m. to Pakistan. New Zealand 
had offered £1 m. for the first year, of which £250,000 each had been 
allocated to India, Pakistan, and Ceylon. The United Kingdom had 
concluded agreements with India, Pakistan, and Ceylon for the release 
of sterling balances and had made substantial contributions and com- 
mitments to the Federation of Malaya, Singapore, North Borneo, and 
Sarawak. During the year 1950-1 the United States had made grants of 
over $70 m. to Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Nepal, the Philippines, Siam, and Viet Nam, and an additional $150 m. 
had been authorized for 1951-2 for the same countries. The United 
States had also authorized loans exceeding $280 m. 

In a concluding speech, Mr Rahman, Pakistan Minister for Economic 
Affairs, expressed the view that too little attention had been paid in the 
plan to education and health problems. 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 20 Mar.—Commiittee of Ministers. The 
Saar. Dr Adenauer, west German Federal Chancellor, announced to 
the Ministers that talks had begun between the French and west 
German Foreign Ministers to reach a settlement on the Saar, in- 
dependently of any peace treaty with Germany, and that representatives 
of the French and German Governments would shortly be meeting 
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Council of Europe (continued) 
the responsible authorities in the Saar to examine whether conditions 
existed for free and democratic elections for a new Landtag in the Saar. 
The declaration was approved in substance by the Saar Premier, Herr 
Hoffmann, endorsed by the French Foreign Minister, and welcomed 
by the British Foreign Minister. Dr Adenauer reminded the meeting 
that any settlement would require the approval of the United Kingdom 
and the United States and also the approval of the Saar population 
expressed through the new Landtag. He said that in consideration of 
the forthcoming negotiations to ensure that elections would be free and 
secret he had given up his intention of raising before the Committee 
the question whether conditions necessary for the exercise of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms were being disregarded in the Saar, 
The Committee discussed Mr Eden’s proposals concerning the 
Statute of the Council (see 19 March) and referred them to its experts, 
to report back to the Committee on 22 May. 


CYPRUS. 25 Mar.—Peaceful demonstrations by Greek Cypriots in 
favour of union with Greece took place throughout the island on the 
anniversary of Greek independence. The Greek Orthodox Archbishop 
of Cyprus pronounced a curse on all Cypriots prepared to accept the 
British constitution instead of union with Greece. He said: “There can 
be no freedom without blood’ and called for greater sacrifices. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 23 Mar.—It was learned that Mordechai Oren, 


a prominent member of the Israeli pro-Cominform party, Mapam, had 
been arrested in Prague. 


EGYPT. 20 Mar.—British forces withdrew from the occupied areas of 
Ismailia, and Gen. Erskine announced that Egyptians arrested by his 
troops in the Canal Zone were now being handed over at once to the 
Egyptian authorities instead of being held in military custody. 

The Ministry of the Interior announced that house arrest had been 
imposed on the two Wafd leaders—Serag ed-Din Pasha and Abdel 
Fattah Hassan Pasha—because their political activities had ‘surpassed 
reasonable limits’. They had been holding meetings designed to make 
use of youthful elements to disturb law and order. 

Three Egyptians were given seven years’ hard labour for setting fire 
to European premises on 26 January. 

. The Prime Minister received Dr Fadl el Jamali, Iraqi delegate 
to the United Nations, who arrived in Cairo from Pakistan. 

21 Mar.—A British military spokesman stated that the last of the 
Egyptian auxiliary police (Bulac el Nizam) detairied after the fighting on 
25 January had been released but had been deported from the Canal 

ne. 

22 Mar.—Great Britain. Exploratory talks concerning an Anglo- 
Egyptian settlement were opened at a meeting between the British Am- 
bassador and the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister. 

The withdrawal of British troops from the Egyptian areas of Ismailia 
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was completed, leaving the Egyptian authorities responsible for the 
security of the whole town though British units remained in the 
European quarter. 

23 Mar.—General Election. The Cabinet’s decision to hold a 
general election on 18 May was announced. 

Six more Egyptians received prison sentences ranging from five to ten 
years on charges arising out of the riots of 26 January. 

" 24 Mar.—The King dissolved Parliament at the request of the 
Government. 

The Government extended martial law ‘until further notice’. 

25 Mar.—United States. After an interview with Hasuna Pasha, the 
Foreign Minister, the U.S. Ambassador said that he was continuing to 
put his good offices at the disposal of both parties in the Anglo-Egyptian 
negotiations. 

27 Mar.—British troops were again allowed into the European quarter 
of Ismailia. 

The Foreign Minister and the British Ambassador had a further ex- 
change of views. 

28 Mar.—Tunisia. M. Salah ben- Yusef and Mohammed Badra, the 
two Tunisian Ministers who had presented the Tunisian complaint 
against France to the United Nations, arrived in Cairo from Paris. They 
issued a statement condemning the appointment of a new Tunisian 
Prime Minister ‘as brought about by French pressure’ and affirmed 
their determination to proceed with the Tunisian complaint to the 
Security Council. 

The Director of Public Security, replying in a statement to the press 
to Wafd demands for the ending of martial law, said that this was not 
possible because the situation in the country was still critical. He said 
that since the riots of 26 January 298 persons had been arrested and 
large quantities of explosives discovered. 

29 Mar.—Police searches in Cairo resulted in 190 arrests and the 
seizure of a large quantity of arms and documents said to be connected 
with the origin of the riots of 26 January. 

Further talks tcok place between the Foreign Minister and the 
British Ambassador. 


EUROPEAN AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE (Pflimlin Plan). 
25 Mar.—The preparatory meeting of the European conference for the 
organization of agricultural markets opened in Paris, attended by 
delegates from sixteen countries. Mr Nutting, the British delegate, 
said that Britain’s attitude would be determined by the type of authority 
set up. She could not become a full member of a purely European 
agricultural authority or enter into relationships which were incom- 
patible with her Commonwealth relations. But if it proved impossible 
for her to participate fully, she would seek to be associated as closely as 
possible with any new institutions which might emerge. 

27 Mar.—The delegates agreed to set up a ten-Power drafting com- 
mittee and to convene a conference between June and September at 
which the following subjects would be discussed: (1) the creation of a 
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single marketing organization ; (2) the structure and powers of the pro- 
posed organization; (3) liaison with countries outside the scheme. 


EUROPEAN FEDERAL UNION. 29 Mar.—The fourth annua! con- 
gress opened at Aachen attended by 250 delegates from twelve countries, 
Professor Kogon, the Chairman of the German section of the move- 
ment, appealed for the convening of a European constituent assembly 
and said they must end the existing tension between west and east 
Europe. 

30 Mar.—M. Francois Poncet, French High Commissioner in 
Germany and Chairman of the French National Council of the Euro- 
pean Movement, urged the creation of a European constitution without 
delay. 

31 Mar.—The Congress adopted, among other resolutions, one 
describing the Soviet Note of 10 March on Germany as a deliberate 
attempt to wreck European federation. 

Dr Adenauer, Federal German Chancellor, addressing the Congress, 
welcomed and endorsed the above resolution. He urged his listeners to 
see to it ‘that it does not come to a third world war before we reach our 
goal’ of a united Europe but warned them that federation must be 
restricted to essentials. He appealed for understanding of the British 
attitude saying he was certain that Britain would act in harmony witha 
united Europe. 


FINLAND. 21 Mar.—Mr Kekkonen resigned the Premiership follow- 
ing the refusal of a right-wing parliamentary group of Agrarians (his 
own party) to accept a Cabinet decision to reduce the price of butter. 

Later Mr Kekkonen agreed to a request of the President to remain in 
office till 2 April, and the rebel Agrarian group agreed to accept pro- 
posals from Mr Kekkonen to give relief to low-paid workers affected 
by the Government’s anti-inflation programme and to support Mr 
Kekkonen. 

2 Apr.—After receiving a full vote of confidence in his anti-inflation 
programme at a meeting of the Agrarian Party, Dr Kekkonen called on 
the President and withdrew his resignation. 


FRANCE. 20 Mar.—German Chancellor’s statement on the Saar 
(see Council of Europe). 

21 Mar.—Morocco. Memorandum from the Sultan of Morocco 
(see Morocco). 

The Saar. Herr Hoffman, Prime Minister of the Saar, stated in Paris 
that the agreement reached (see Council of Europe) was a step forward, 
as it was the first time that his Government had had the opportunity of 
explaining its point of view at an international meeting where Dr 
Adenauer was present. He understood from Dr Adenauer’s declaration 
that the Chancellor had implicitly recognized the existence of the Saar 
Government. A solution of the Saar question would be worked out 
only through the medium of three-Power talks. He particularly favoured 
a ‘European’ solution, and if such a solution was aimed at he thought 
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the Saar Government would renounce certain attributes of sovereignty 
in favour of a European organization, in which however, the Saar 
would retain its autonomy. 

24 Mar.—Germany. M. Schuman, Foreign Minister, examined at a 
press conference the Soviet proposals for a peace treaty with Germany 
(see p. 181) and exposed what he considered to be the dangers inherent 
in them. He expressed the belief that their real purpose was to make 
Germany into a workshop which would convert raw materials from the 
west into finished products for the east. He reaffirmed the French view 
that Germany should be integrated into the widest possible European 
community. 

The Saar. M. Schuman also discussed the agreeinent with Germany 
for negotiations on the Saar and answered criticisms which had been 
made concerning it. He emphasized that the new factor was that the 
German Chancellor had officially recognized that a solution could only 
be reached with the co-operation of the Saar Government and the 
agreement of the Saar Landtag. The sovereignty of the Saar had there- 
fore been respected and M. Schuman argued that French rights had 
also been safeguarded. He explained that in his view Europeanization 
of the Saar would maintain the existing economic union with France 
while allowing the Saar political autonomy. 

Finance. Addressing the Foreign Press Association, M. Pinay, Prime 
Minister, said that, in order to counter inflation, it was necessary 
to stop both the speculative rise in prices which was based on, and 
produced, lack of confidence in the currency, and also protective 
price increases by which some people sought to insure against deprecia- 
tion of the franc. There must be a return to tried financial principles: 
to finance by taxation unproductive State expenditure and to finance 
by loan productive expenditure. Savings must return to their normal 
function of financing production. 

25 Mar.—Western Powers’ Note to Russia on a German peace 
treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

Tunisia. Following the French demands made to the Bey by the 
Resident-General (see Tunisia), M. Salah ben-Yusef, Tunisian Finance 
Minister and secretary of the Neo-Destour Party, who was in Paris, sent 
a telegram to President Auriol and the Prime Minister protesting that 
the demands were ‘contrary to diplomatic tradition’ and likely to com- 
promise beyond repair Franco-Tunisian relations. 

27 Mar.—Finance Bill. The Assembly Finance Commission, 
examining M. Pinay’s Finance Bill, rejected the cuts in reconstruction 
(32,000 m. frances), housing (3,000 m.), and investments (25,000 m.). 

28 Mar.—Tunisia. Appointment of new Tunisian Prime Minister 
and outline of proposed Tunisian reforms (see Tunisia). 

Commenting to the Assembly’s Foreign Affairs Committee on the 
proposed Tunisian reforms, M. Schuman said that French control of 
defence and foreign affairs would be preserved within the framework of 
Tunisian autonomy. There would be a progressive reduction in the 
number of French members in the Council of Ministers. Until the 
creation of a sovereign legislative authority the Grand Council would be 
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France (continued) 

replaced by two consultative assemblies, one purely Tunisian and the 
other with both French and Tunisian representatives. These assemblies 
would be elected but probably not by direct suffrage. French adminis- 
trative control would in general be eased, but the Bey’s decrees would 
still be subject to prior approval by the Resident. 

Finance. The Assembly Finance Commission rejected by one vote 
M. Pinay’s provisions for a fiscal amnesty. It decided to concede the 
right of the Government to enforce economies by decree provided they 
should be ratified by the Assembly within three months. ; 

31 Mar.—Anglo-French talks on colonial policy in Africa (see Great 
Britain). 

1 Apr.—Indo-China. It was announced that M. Letourneau, 
Minister for the Associated States, had been entrusted with the full 
powers of the office of High Commissioner in Indo-China while 
remaining a member of the Government. He would be assisted in his 
ministerial functions by a Secretary of State and in his duties as High 
Commissioner by a Secretary-General in Saigon. 

2 Apr.—Schuman Plan. The Council of the Republic approved 
the Schuman Plan by 182 votes to 32, thus completing French ratifica- 
tion and becoming the third country (with Federal Germany and the 
Netherlands) to accept it. The Council adopted the same text as that 
approved by the Assembly but attacked motions containing specific 
recommendations to the Government, one of which noted a statement 
made by the Foreign Minister the previous day refusing to accept a 
status for the Saar which did not include both economic union with 
France and political autonomy for the territory. 

Finance Bill. M. Pinay indicated to the Assembly that he would 
ask it to restore the Government’s text of the Finance Bill in the place 
of that of the Finance Commission but he agreed that the Commission's 
proposals could be considered at a later stage in connection with the 
Ways and Means Bill. In a speech explaining his financial policy he 
insisted that his whole purpose was to change the fundamental approach 
to the country’s financial problems. 


GERMANY. 20 Mar.—The Saar. Dr Adenauer’s statement to the 
Committee of Ministers (see Council of Europe). 

West Germany. Trade. The Federal Government decided to raise 
the total of liberalized imports from 70 to 75 per cent as from 1 April 
owing to the Republic’s favourable position with the E.P.U. 

Berlin. All-German Elections. The U.N. Commission arrived in 
Berlin from Bonn. 

The east Berlin burgomaster sent a letter to all the civic leaders in 
west Berlin asking that a move be made towards reunifying the city 
through ‘free’ elections. Professor Reuter, the chief burgomaster of 
west Berlin, told the Senate he would act on the suggestion the moment 
those holding power in the east showed that they were willing and able 
to hold genuinely free elections. 

21 Mar.—The west Berlin authorities, allied and German, promised 
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the U.N. Commission all possible support and assistance in their task. 

West Germany. The Saar. Dr Adenauer stated on his return from 
Paris that his agreement with M. Schuman meant that a beginning had 
been made in the clarification of the whole question. The last word 

would now rest with the new and freely-elected Landtag. 

Saar Prime Minister on the Saar (see France). 

Reparations negotiations with Israel (see Netherlands). 

22 Mar.—Berlin. The U.N. Commission announced to the press 
its decision to return to Geneva where it would apply once more to 
enter the Soviet Zone. 

23 Mar.—West Germany. The Saar. The official Bulletin of 
Information declared in a statement that Dr Adenauer had neither 
recognized the independence of the Saar nor the legality of its existing 
Government nor had he acquiesced in existing political conditions 
there. The Franco-German talks represented only the beginning of 
negotiations. 

Herr Ollenhauer, deputy leader of the Social Democrats, said at 
Eisenberg that the Paris negotiations on the Saar had resulted in ‘the 
decisive defeat of the Federal Government’. 

24 Mar.—M. Schuman on the Russian proposals for a German peace 
treaty (see France). 

M. Schuman on the Saar (see France). 

25 Mar.—Western Powers’ Note to Russia on a German peace 
treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

West Germany. Dr Adenauer said in an address to the Foreign 
Press Association that he still hoped that Russia would allow the U.N. 
commission to carry out its task. 

26 Mar.—Berlin.. A large demonstration in protest against ‘the 
American use of Germans in Korea’ took place in east Berlin. 

27 Mar.—West Germany. A bomb, addressed to Dr Adenauer in 
a parcel, exploded at Munich police headquarters while being examined, 
mortally injuring a bomb expert and also injuring two policemen. 

28 Mar.—Dr Adenauer announced that the peace contract between 
the western Powers and the Federal German Republic would be signed 
during the latter half of May. 

The Saar. Herr Ollenhauer, in a statement to the press, rejected 
Europeanization as a solution of the Saar and said that his party 
refused to admit the right of the Saar to vote itself out of Germany. 

Herr Ollenhauer was also critical of the terms of the western reply to 
Moscow and said the only means of achieving German unity was by 
four-Power talks. 

East Germany. The Socialist Unity Party sent and published an 
appeal to the executive of the West German Social Democratic Party to 
join forces in seeking German unity. They proposed a meeting between 
the two parties to discuss the place the ‘working people’ should take in 
a united Germany and how ‘the forces of democracy and peace can be 
strengthened to the maximum’. 

29 Mar.—Berlin. About eighty-five arrests were made when east 
German Communist youths arrived in west Berlin to protest against the 
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Germany (continued) 
activities of the United Nations Commission for Germany. They had 
to be forcibly driven back by the west Berlin police. 

West Germany. Herr Kaiser, Minister for All-German Affairs, 
declared that the union of Germany was the supreme objective of 
German policy and that it was the Government’s task to make the Allies 
understand that any apparent neglect of this objective was bound to 
arouse a nationalist reaction. 

30 Mar.—It was learned that the U.N. Commission for Germany 
had sent a third letter from Geneva to Gen. Chuikov asking for facilities 
to undertake its work in the Soviet zone and in east Berlin. 

1 Apr.—East Germany. On the initiation of a ‘German-Polish 
friendship month’, statements were made that the Oder-Neisse line 
would remain. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 24 Mar.—Trieste. In a statement to the House on 
the disorders in Trieste (see Trieste Free Territory), Mr Eden, Foreign 
Secretary, said he was satisfied that the allegations against the police 
were unfounded and that reports indicated that they had behaved with 
exemplary restraint in the face of great provocation. The majority of 
rioters arrested had been found to be members of the neo-Fascist party. 
He expressed anxiety that the disturbances should end at once in the 
interests of the future of the territory and of Anglo-Italian friendship, 
Mr Eden later saw the Italian Ambassador. 

Council of Europe. Mr Eden also made a statement on his pro- 
posals to the Committee of Ministers on 19 March for the remodelling 
of the Council of Europe so as to provide the institutions called for by 
the Schuman Plan, the E.D.C., and similar future organizations. He 
thought the Council should continue to serve as an organ for inter- 
Governmental co-operation in western Europe, and he considered it 
valuable that it should continue to debate O.E.E.C. reports. 

Israel. Mr Sharett, Israeli Foreign Minister, together with Mr 
Horowitz, Israeli Director-General of the Finance Ministry, had cis- 
cussions with Mr Butler, Chancellor of the Exchequer, concerning 
Anglo-Israeli financial relations. 

25 Mar.—Western Note to Russia on Germany (see U.S.S.R.). 

Trieste. Mr Eden had a further talk with the Italian Ambassador. 

26 Mar.—Arms Priority. The Deputy Secretary at the Ministry of 
Supply announced that the system of ‘super-priority’ which the Govern- 
ment had decided on for certain types of aircraft was to be extended to 
cover six types of aircraft and their engines, equipment, and ammuni- 
tion; equipment for radar stations; Centurion tanks; guided weapons; 
and certain items of the anti-mine programme. 

27 Mar.—Bamangwato Succession. The Government announced 
in a statement made in both Houses their decision to confirm the 
former Labour Government’s refusal to recognize Seretse Khama as 
chief of the Bamangwato tribe in the Bechuanaland Protectorate (the 
reasons for which had been given in the White Paper of March 1950), 
and to make that refusal permanent and final so as to end uncertainty. 
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The tribe would be invited in due course to choose a candidate other 
than Seretse or his uncle, Tshekedi Khama, and, in the interests of good 
government and the well-being of the Reserve, Seretse Khama would 
be required to absent himself from the Protectorate until the new chief 
had been securely established. Seretse Khama had been offered a 
Government post in Jamaica. 

A Labour member’s motion to adjourn the House in order to call 
attention to the ‘deposition’ of Seretse Khama was defeated by 308 votes 
to 286 after a debate. Liberals voted with the Opposition. 

Seretse Khama stated in London that he was unwilling to accept the 
post in Jamaica which he regarded as an attempt by the British Govern- 
ment to placate the South African Government by removing him as far 
as possible from the Union. He affirmed his determination to continue 
his struggle to return to his own people. 

Trieste. Following a further talk between Mr Eden and the Italian 
Ambassador, the Foreign Office announced that the British, Italian, and 
U.S. Governments had decided to examine jointly arrangements in 
Zone A of the Trieste Free Territory with a view to closer collaboration 
in the zone among themselves and with the local authorities. A similar 
announcement was made in Rome. 

28 Mar.—Japan. The Treasury announced the Japanese Govern- 
ment’s decision, as a token of good will, to deposit £20 m. with the Bank 
of England for two years during which time it would be available for 
payments by Japan in settlement of sterling bond debts. 

31 Mar.—Bamangwato Succession. Lord Salisbury, Secretary of 
State for Commonwealth Relations, disclosed in the House of Lords 
that Seretse Khama had refused to give an undertaking not to engage in 
political activities if allowed to return to Bechuanaland. He announced 
his willingness to see a Bamangwato delegation as a matter of courtesy. 

France. A two-day conference on common problems in Africa began 
between M. Pflimlin, French Minister for Overseas France, and Mr 
Lyttelton, Colonial Secretaiy, and his Minister of State, Mr Lennox 
Boyd. 

U.S. Aid. A White Paper (Cmd. 8504) was published containing the 
text of a loan agreement dated 27 Maich between the British Govern- 
ment and the Export-Import Bank of Washington and the text of two 
other documents connected with the loan. The agreement provided that 
$47°9 m. of the $300 m. of economic aid allotted to the United King- 
dom in 1951-2 would be in the form of a loan at 2} per cent interest a 
year payable after 30 June 1956: repayment of principal to be made 
twice yearly beginning on 30 June 1960. 

N.A.T.O. Mr Churchill, Prime Minister, stated in reply to a question 
in the Commons, that if the U.S. Government wished to appoint 
another American in succession to Gen. Eisenhower as Supreme 
Commander of the Allied forces in Europe, they would have the sup- 
port of the British Government. 

1 Apr.—Trieste. Mr Eden saw the Yugoslav Ambassador and also 
Gen. Winterton, the Military Governor of Trieste, who had come to 
London to report on the situation. 
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Great Britain (continued) 

2 Apr.—Trieste. Mr Eden stated in the Commons that the London 
talks on Trieste (see 27 March) would be solely concerned with admini- 
strative arrangements in Zone A. He reaffirmed the Government’s view 
that a solution of the Free Territory as a whole could best be achieved 
by direct Italo-Yugoslav talks and said that they had done their best to 
encourage such talks for some months past. 


GREECE. 26 Mar.—U.S. Aid. It was learned that the Government had 
been informed by the head of the U.S. aid mission to Greece that the 
financing of reconstruction projects from the drachma counterpart fund 
should end on 1 April. The allotment, amounting to 300,000 m. 
drachmas (about £7 m.), which the Mutual Security Agency had cur- 
tailed by one-third for the second half of the current fiscal year to pre- 
vent inflation, had been earmarked for the technical assistance pro- 
gramme and strategic highways. 

28 Mar.—The Government announced its decision to continue the 
reconstruction programme by means of a loan from the Bank of Greece 
which would be repaid by curtailing budgetary expenditure and by 
additional direct taxation. 

Admiral Sakellariou, the Defence Minister, resigned after opposition 
members of the Greek Rally had threatened to abstain from Parliament 
unless he did so. They accused the Admiral of sending a confidential 
order to army commanders instructing them to lecture the troops re- 
garding ‘Field-Marshal Papagos’ anti-national action in slandering the 
Greek Army’s leadership from the floor of Parliament’. Admiral 
Sakellariou did not deny the charge. 

30 Mar.—Four of the eight Communists sentenced to death on 
1 March for espionage were executed, the other four having been 
reprieved. 

31 Mar.—Mr. Cartalis, the E.P.E.K. Minister of Economic Co- 
ordination, resigned in protest against the executions of the preceding 
day. 

Mr Venizelos, acting Premier, took over the Ministry of Defence. 

Members of the Greek Rally stayed away from Parliament and said 
they would not return until M. Venizelos repealed Admiral Sakellariou’s 
order to army commanders (see 28 March). 

2 Apr.—It was announced that the Greek General Confederation of 
Labour had appealed to all political leaders ‘to stop indulging in useless 
rivalries and to join forces in an all-party Government of national union 
to save the country from political, economic, and social disaster’. 

Mr Venizelos congratulated the labour leaders on their initiative. 


INDIA. 29 Mar.—U.S.S.R. It was learned that a protest had been sent 
to the Soviet Union against Moscow Radio’s sustained anti-Indian 


propaganda. 


INDO-CHINA. 21 Mar.—Report of Chinese troops crossing into 
Indo-China (see United States). 
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22 Mar.—French military authorities confirmed that about 6,000 
Chinese specialist troops were serving with the Viet-Minh. 

26 Mar.—French Union forces began an operation (‘Mercury’) 
north-east and east of Thai-Binh in the Red River delta. 

31 Mar.—Reports received in Paris said that, as a result of Operation 
Mercury, the Viet-Minh division No. 320 which was one of two to have 
penetrated French defences in the delta, had suffered severe losses 
estimated at 1,049 killed and 1,062 captured. Six Viet-Minh battalions 
which had been encircled north-east of Thai-Binh had been destroyed. 
At least seventy-five square miles had been liberated and seventy miles 
of roadway restored to use. Mopping-up operations were continuing. 

1 Apr.—Ap»ointment of M. Letourneau as High Commissioner (see 
France). 


IRELAND. 2 Apr.—Budget. Mr McEntee, Finance Minister, 
introduced into the Dail his Budget which estimated expenditure at 
{97,716,000—the largest amount ever required. He imposed new taxes 
totalling £11,290,000, including increases on cigarettes, beer, whisky, 
petrol, and road tax, and reduced food subsidies by {6,668,000 from 
their level of £15,250,000. He proposed to float a national loan for 
{28 m. 


The Dail passed the Budget by 73 votes to 60. 


ISRAEL. 2x1 Mar.—Reparations negotiations with Germany (see 
Netherlands). 

22 Mar.—Demonstrations against the negotiations in The Hague 
took place in Tel Aviv. 

23 Mar.—Arrest of Mapam member in Prague (see Czechoslovakia). 

24 Mar.—Foreign Minister in London (see Great Britain). 

25 Mar.—A demonstration of more than 15,000 persons, organized 
by the Freedom (Cherut) Party, took place in Tel Aviv in protest against 
the negotiations in The Hague. 


ITALY. 20 Mar.—Disorders in Trieste (see Trieste Free Territory). 

21 Mar.—Trieste. The Prime Minister told Parliament that the 
people of Trieste must know that they had the support of Italy—their 
cause was the cause of all Italians. Italy was confident of ‘final victory’ 
which was on its way. 

24 Mar.—Trieste. Demonstrations against the Allied Military 
Government in Trieste and in favour of the return of the Free Territory 
to Italy took place in Rome, Milan, and other towns of northern Italy. 
In clashes between students and police in Rome, seven police and 
about ten students were injured. 

Statement on Trieste riots by Mr Eden (see Great Britain). 

25 Mar.—Students’ demonstrations in favour of the return of 
Trieste to Italy again took place in Rome and led to clashes with the 
police in which several students and police were injured: 130 persons 
were arrested. 

Signor De Gasperi said in the Senate that talks on Trieste were pro- 
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Italy (continued) 

ceeding satisfactorily in London and Washington. The Government's 
information about the incidents differed from Mr Eden’s. Italy sin- 
cerely desired British friendship but asked for a spirit of understanding 
and decision and that pledges regarding Trieste should be maintained 
and justice rendered. He refuted absolutely Yugoslav accusations of a 
lack of goodwill or conciliatory spirit in recent conversations. 

27 Mar.—Statement on three-Power negotiations on Trieste (see 
Great Britain). 

Demonstrations by students in protest against the recent incidents in 
Trieste took place in Naples and led to violent clashes with the police, 
A demonstration staged by ex-servicemen was also held in Milan. 

29 Mar.—Another large demonstration in favour of the return of 
Trieste to Italy took place in Rome. 

Signor De Gasperi, speaking in Rome, said the demonstrations had 
their own precise significance and ‘there is going to be no giving way on 
Trieste, but there are going to be no adventures either. This vital 
problem is going to be settled within the framework of the Atlantic 
Alliance’. 

31 Mar.—Marshal Tito on Trieste (see Yugoslavia). 

1 Apr.—Trieste. In a statement on Trieste in the Senate, Signor De 
Gasperi said that a new phase had developed at Lisbon since the 
Atlantic Powers and particularly Britain, France, and the United States 
had become convinced that hopes of an agreed solution between Italy 
and Yugoslavia were doomed to disappointment unless they intervened 
‘in the spirit of their preceding declarations and in the interests of the 
Atlantic alliance’. He declared that the forthcoming London conference 
was not a substitute tor general diplomatic negotiations but concerned 
solely Zone A. He deplored the violence of Marshal 'Tito’s utterance of 
the day before and asserted that negotiations with Yugoslavia had 
never taken place as there had been no basis on which to negotiate: 
the Yugoslav proposals were unacceptable because they did not safe- 
guard the national existence of Italians in the Free Territory and ‘offered 
no possibility of pacific collaboration between Italians and Slavs’. He 
concluded with the words: “We want peace and we seek friendship 
(with Yugoslavia), but friendship with dignity and justice.’ 

2 Apr.—Yugoslavia. The Foreign Office issued a statement on the 
existing position of Italo-Yugoslav trade which said that the clearing 
arrangements were not working properly and that trade was in reality 
being financed by Italy owing to Yugoslavia’s inability to fulfil pro- 
mised deliveries. It stated that at the end of 1951 Yugoslavia had im- 
ported Italian goods to the value of {9-3 m. whereas Italy had imported 
raw materials from Yugoslavia to the value of only {4-8 m. 


JAPAN. 27 Mar.—Budget. The budget for 1952-3 was adopted in 
spite of strong opposition to the defence expenditure. Total expenditure 
was estimated at the equivalent of {852,700,000 which included £65 m. 
for joint defence with the United States and £56 m. for national 


security. 
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28 Mar-—Deposit with Bank of England for settlement of sterling 
bond debt s (see Great Britain). 

Communism. Police arrested at least fifty people and confiscated 
many documents in raids on buildings throughout Japan in search of 
illegal Communist documents. The Government banned the Communist 
daily paper, Peace and Independence. 

1 Apr.—United States. It was announced that Japan would deposit 
$20 m. with the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank as 2 token of good will in 
the matter of redeeming Japanese bonds. 


KASHMIR. 25 Mar.—The Kashmir Constituent Assembly, meeting 
in Jammu, unanimously elected ten persons to represent the State in the 
Indian Parliament, six in the Lower House and four in the Upper. 
Three of them belonged to areas occupied by Pakistan. 


KOREA. 20 Mar.—Truce Talks. The two sides agreed on the ten 
ports of entry in which neutral inspection teams could watch the opera- 
tion of a truce. 

21 Mar.—Offer of help in controlling epidemics by the World 
Health Organization (see United Nations). 

22 Mar.—Peking Radio broadcast an accusation that the United 
Nations were using Communist prisoners for bacteriological experi- 
ments. It stated that the International Red Cross was not impartial but 
was condoning the American actions. 

23 Mar.—The 8th Army announced that in the previous week U.S. 
aircraft had shot down or damaged thirty-three MIGrs5 planes without 
loss. On the ground nearly 1,200 Communists had been killed. 

24 Mar.—An official U.N. broadcast from Tokio said that if the 
false Communist charges concerning the waging of bacteriological 
warfare by the United Nations were being made in order to justify 
atrocities against U.N. prisoners of war, then it must be made clear that 
the United Nations held the Communists fully responsible for fair 
and humane treatment of prisoners. If, on the other hand, the motive 
was to sound world opinion in anticipation of using germ warfare 
against the United Nations, the Communist crime would be recognized 
and resisted by all free men. 

25 Mar.—Truce Talks. The negotiators discussing prisoners of war 
began holding their talks in secret session. 

26 Mar.—A battle for a hill took place between two Communist 
platoons and allied infantry on the eastern front. 

30 Mar.—Air Losses. U.N. aircraft losses during the preceding 
week were announced as nine, and Communist as four destroyed, three 
probably destroyed, and nine damaged. 

Peking Radio accused the United States of being unwilling to have 
all the Americans in Communist hands repatriated. 

Truce Talks. The U.N. delegates protested against the Communists’ 
failure to mark properly seven of their eleven prisoner camps and against 
their placing these camps close to military supply points in violation of 
the Geneva Convention. 
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Korea (continued) 

1 Apr.—U.S. aircraft shot down ten enemy fighters, probably 
destroyed three more, and damaged ten. : 

Air Losses. The Fifth Air Force announced that enemy aircraft 
losses during March were: thirty-seven destroyed, eight probably 
destroyed, and fifty-five damaged. Allied aircraft losses for March 
were thirty-four and total losses to date 617. 

An attack by about 1,500 Chinese troops four miles from Panmunjom 
was repulsed after fierce hand-to-hand fighting. 

2 Apr.—Air Losses. The chairman of the U.S. Senate Preparedness 
sub-Committee revealed in Washington that since the beginning of the 
war the Communists had lost in air encounters 218 MIG jet fighters 
and the U.S. Air Force twenty-eight F86 Sabre jets. Non-combat losses 
and losses by anti-aircraft defences were not included. 


LIBYA. 25 Mar.—The first Libyan Parliament was opened in Benghazi 
by King Idris. In the Speech from the Throne which was read by the 
Prime Minister, Mahmoud Muntasser, the Government expressed the 
hope for early admission to the United Nations; welcomed co-operation 
with other Arab and Muslim States; undertook to respect the rights 
and interests of foreign communities in Libya provided they respected 
the country’s laws and traditions and co-operated in its economic 
development for the good of all its inhabitants ; and expressed its inten- 
tion of establishing a national army. 


MALAYA. 25 Mar.—In one of the worst ambushes of recent months, 
twelve men, including two British officials, were killed and eight others 
wounded near Tanjong Malim. Two terrorists were killed. 

The report was issued of the police disciplinary inquiries into the 
conduct of officers criticized in the report of the riots inquiry com- 
mission which had investigated the causes of the Singapore riots of 
December 1950. One senior police officer was retired as a result of the 
report’s findings. 

27 Mar.—Gen. Templer, the High Commissioner, went to Tanjong 
Malim and announced to the townspeople a twenty-two-hour curfew, a 
reduction in the rice ration, and other restrictions, as a collective punish- 
ment for non-co-operation with the authorities. He read out a long list of 
outrages committed in the area and said that information against the 
terrorists had been volunteered only three times. 

29 Mar.—The appointment of Gen. Stockwell as G.O.C., Malaya, 
was announced. 

30 Mar.—It was announced that the Home Guard would be com- 
pletely reorganized and placed under an Inspector-General who would 
be responsible for its organization but not its operational use. Gen de 
Fonblanque was appointed as Inspector-General. 

31 Mar.—Gen. Templer appealed to Chinese youths to join the 
police force. He said there were fewer than 4,000 Chinese in the police 
of whom only 800 were in the uniformed branch, and there was room 
for another 2,000, 
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MOROCCO. 21 Mar.—French Morocco. It was learnt that the 
Sultan had presented the French Resident General with a memorandum 
for the French Government demanding an early revision of the Pro- 
tectorate Treaty and the creation in Rabat of a Government which 
could conduct negotiations with France. 

30 Mar.—Tangier. Anti-French demonstrations in Tangier on the 
anniversary of the Franco-Moroccan protectorate treaty led to clashes 
with the police in which six persons were reported killed and more than 
a hundred injured. 

1 Apr.—French Morocco. It was learned that two persons had been 
killed and nine wounded when police opened fire to quell rioting at 
Safi. 

2 Apr.—Sixty demonstrators arrested at Safi were sentenced to 
prison terms ranging from three months to two years. 


NETHERLANDS. 21 Mar.—Jewish-German Negotiations. Ne- 
gotiations between the Israeli Government, Jewish organizations, and 
the Federal German Government on collective compensation for Nazi 
crimes against the Jews opened at The Hague. In presenting the Israeli 
case, the Israeli delegate said that over 6 m. Jews had been done to death 
during the Nazi regime. This crime could not be expiated by any 
material reparation, and it was impossible to assess the value of con- 
fiscated and plundered Jewish property. The claim submitted of 
$1,500 m. was based on the cost’ of resettling an estimated 500,000 
Jewish immigrants from territory formerly under Nazi control. The 
claim against west Germany alone was $1,000 m. 

1 Apr.—Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard left Amsterdam by air 
for a three weeks’ visit to America. 


NEW ZEALAND. 31 Mar.—Import Restrictions. The Reserve 
Bank announced a restriction on the sale of foreign exchange to im- 
porters during 1952 to 80 per cent of the amount sold in 1950. Per- 
mission from the Reserve Bank would be required for any allocations 
over the 80 per cent. 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 1 Apr.—In a 
report to the chairman of the standing group, afte: a year’s operational 
command of N.A.T.O. forces, Gen. Eisenhower said that his forces 
could give a vigorous account of themselves if attacked but there was 
no real security yet in Europe: there was only a beginning. He said that 
the number of divisions had nearly doubled, combat readiness had 
markedly improved, and re-deployment had enhanced the forces’ 
potential effectiveness, but the western European nations would never 
be able to maintain in peace-time the forces necessary to meet a Russian 
invasion: defence must be based on highly-trained covering forces, 
backed by reserves. He declared that a large part of the problem was 
economic and that they must be careful not to prove ‘that free countries 
could be defended only at the cost of bankruptcy’. Gen. Eisenhower 
pointed out that the fifty divisions pledged for 1952 (which excluded 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (continued) | 

Greek and Turkish forces) did not fully represent the magnitude of 
the effort required from member nations; a variety of combat anj 
service support elements would raise man-power and equipment total 
to two or three times those represented within the combat divisions 
The report emphasized the importance of west German participation 
both to the economic stability of western Europe and to its 
defence. He said the choice for Germany was starkly clear—freedom of 
subjection, and he considered the Schuman Plan and the Europeu 
Defence Community marked historic advances in European co-open- 
tion. 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA 
TION. 28 Mar.—The Council of O.E.E.C., meeting in Paris, approved 
a report of the special working parties set up to study methods by which 
production in western Europe could be increased by a quarter over the 
next five years. In particular it recognized as essential the following PERS: 
increases by 1956: electricity, from 250,000 m. k.w.h. in 1951 to at least 27 | 
350,000 m. k.w.h.; steel, from 56 m. tons to 70 m. tons; agricultural newin 
output, an increase of 17 per cent; housing, the construction of 2 mJ pny 
houses yearly by 1956. The Council also recommended the removal offi States 
restrictions on the free exchange of workers. the B: 
Mr Butler, British Chancellor of the Exchequer, told the Council revent 
that Britain’s attitude towards O.E.£.C. would be ‘of a positive charac-3M soluti 
ter’. He agreed with the report before the Council that trade and pay-3M annov 
ments should remain the central activities of O.E.E.C. and he pledged view « 
Britain’s full co-operation in the struggle against inflation and in the 28 


efforts to increase production. eratic 
29 Mar.—The Council’s session ended. The following decisionsgiq rpor 
were taken during the session: inyure 


(1) The Organization would undertake an annual review of the eco- 30 
nomic position of member countries and would invite the United ad 
States and Canada to take part in the review. Gove 

(2) A group of officials would undertake an immediate examination of 1! 
the internal financial position of member countries and report to agg that 
small temporary committee of Ministers before reporting to the Council. i press 

(3) E.P.U. The managing board of E.P.U. were instructed to make 
proposals for increasing the convertible assets of the Union, taking into POL, 
account the suggestions put forward during the session, and to submit : 
them to the appropriate committees by 30 April and to the Council by hand 
15 May. war, 

The accounting surpluses of Belgium and Luxembourg for April and i bya 
May should be settled by payments of gold up to 35 m. and 25 m. units May emg 
of account (equivalent to dollars) respectively, and, if they exceeded I. 
those amounts, by the granting of credit. : 

The managing board’s report said that it was essential for the efficient Mj SIA 
functioning of the Union that its convertible assets should be increased, Gj Gov 
that there should be greater co-ordination between member’s internal Mj Mar 
financial policies, and that arrangements should be made to enable Mj Def 
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isting extreme creditor countries to continue to participate on an 
ceptable basis. It considered that the Union's assets should be suffi- 
cent to settle surpluses incurred by members within the limits of their 
quotas and should provide for the possibility of temporary savings out- 
side the quotas for a total of some 500 m. units of account and for a 
ninimum reserve of $200 m. It estimated that the maximum additional 
smount required for these purposes would be $178 m. 

(4) Reorganization. The number of E.P.U. posts would be cut from 
Iropeanalml 42 to 633 and expenditure for 1952-3 would be cut from 1,600 m. 
Opera (in 1951-2) francs to 1,100 m. francs. 


PAKISTAN. 24 Mar.—Consultative Committee for South and South- 
cast Asia 9.0. 


proved 27 Mar.—The International Bank announced a loan to Pakistan of 
y WhichillE $27,200,000 for railway improvement and development. 

ver the 

lowingfmm PERSIA. 20 Mar.—U.S. statement on U.S. aid (see United States). 


at least 27 Mar.—Dr Moussadek, Prime Minister, issued a statement re- 
ulturalfiim newing the charge of imperialism against the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com- 
f 2 mim pany and justifying the Persian request for a loan from the United 
oval off States on the ground that President Roosevelt had promised a loan and 
the British Government had obtained a loan as a result of decreased oil 
ouncilim™ revenues. He promised collaboration with the International Bank in any 


harac-4m solution within the limits of the Persian nationalization law. He later 
d pay-4 announced that Persia would not pursue its request for a U.S. loan in 
edged view of the United States’ unfavourable attitude. 


in the 28 Mar.—A demonstration by the Communist-sponsored Demo- 

cratic Youth led to a clash with the police in which casualties: were 

isionsiimm reported as twelve killed (including two policemen) and nearly 100 

inured. Several arrests were made. 

> €C0- 30 Mar.—The Government placed the country under martial law 

nited MB and imposed a curfew. Gen. Moghadam was appointed Military 

Governor. 

on of 1 Apr.—Hussein Fatemi’s newspaper, Bakhtar Emruz, announced 

to ag that the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs had cancelled telegraphic 

a press facilities for Reuter and the Daily Express. 

make 

‘into POLAND. 25 Mar.—Canada. A Note was delivered to the Canadian 

bmit MM Legation demanding the return of Polish art treasures which had been 

il by MM handed over to the Canadian Government for safe keeping during the 
war. The Note alleged that many of the treasures had been ‘sequestered’ 

and @M bya Canadian official by agreement with ‘traitor’ officials of the former 

inits emiré Polish Government. 

eded 1 Apr.—East German-Polish ‘friendship month’ (see Germany). 


ent i SIAM. 30 Mar.—New Government. The composition of a new 
sed, GM Government under Marshal Pibul Songgram was announced. The 
mal @M Marshal assumed in addition to the premiership the portfolios of 
able GAM Defence and Culture, and Prince Wan Waidayakorn became Foreign 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (continued) 
Greek and Turkish forces) did not fully represent the magnitude of 
the effort required from member nations; a variety of combat anj 
service support elements would raise man-power and equipment total 
to two or three times those represented within the combat divisions4 
The report emphasized the importance of west German participation 
both to the economic stability of western Europe and to its strategic 
defence. He said the choice for Germany was starkly clear—freedom og 
subjection, and he considered the Schuman Plan and the European 
Defence Community marked historic advances in European cO-opera 
tion. 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA 
TION. 28 Mar.—The Council of O.E.E.C., meeting in Paris, approved 
a report of the special working parties set up to study methods by which 
production in western Europe could be increased by a quarter over the 
next five years. In particular it recognized as essential the following PERS 
increases by 1956: electricity, from 250,000 m. k.w.h. in 1951 to at least 27 
350,000 m. k.w.h.; steel, from 56 m. tons to 70 m. tons; agriculturally newin 
output, an increase of 17 per cent; housing, the construction of 2 mM pany 
houses yearly by 1956. The Council also recommended the removal offi States 
restrictions on the free exchange of workers. the Bi 

Mr Butler, British Chancellor of the Exchequer, told the Councilfi rven 
that Britain’s attitude towards O.E.E.C. would be ‘of a positive charac soluti 
ter’. He agreed with the report before the Council that trade and pay-3 annot 
ments should remain the central activities of O.E.E.C. and he pledged view 
Britain’s full co-operation in the struggle against inflation and in the 28 


efforts to increase production. cratic 
29 Mar.—The Council’s session ended. The following decisionsg@ repor 
were taken during the session: injure 


(1) The Organization would undertake an annual review of the eco- 30 
nomic position of member countries and would invite the United ad 
States and Canada to take part in the review. Gove 

(2) A group of officials would undertake an immediate examination of Ii 
the internal financial position of member countries and report to aga that | 
small temporary committee of Ministers before reporting to the Council. press 

(3) E.P.U. The managing board of E.P.U. were instructed to make 
proposals for increasing the convertible assets of the Union, taking into POL 
account the suggestions put forward during the session, and to submit 
them to the appropriate committees by 30 April and to the Council by hand 
15 May. ew. 

The accounting surpluses of Belgium and Luxembourg for April and bya 
May should be settled by payments of gold up to 35 m. and 25 m. unils My emg 
of account (equivalent to dollars) respectively, and, if they exceeded 1 
those amounts, by the granting of credit. 

The managing board’s report said that it was essential for the efficient i SIAI 
functioning of the Union that its convertible assets should be increased, Mj Gov 
that there should be greater co-ordination between member's internal Mj Mar 
financial policies, and that arrangements should be made to enable MH Def 
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wisting extreme creditor countries to continue to participate on an 
xeptable basis. It considered that the Union’s assets should be suffi- 
cient to settle surpluses incurred by members within the limits of their 
quotas and should provide for the possibility of temporary savings out- 
side the quotas for a total of some 500 m. units of account and for a 
ninimum reserve of $200 m. It estimated that the maximum additional 
strategic amount required for these purposes would be $178 m. 

sdom orm (4) Reorganization. The number of E.P.U. posts would be cut from 
uropeanfammm q42 to 633 and expenditure for 1952-3 would be cut from 1,600 m. 
Opera (in 1951-2) francs to 1,100 m. francs. 


PAKISTAN. 24 Mar.—Consultative Committee for South and South- 
cast Asia 9.0. 

proved 27 Mar.—The International Bank announced a loan to Pakistan of 
y WhichilllmEl $27,200,000 for railway improvement and development. 
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PERSIA. 20 Mar.—U.S. statement on U.S. aid (see United States). 

27 Mar.—Dr Moussadek, Prime Minister, issued a statement re- 
nwing the charge of imperialism against the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com- 
pny and justifying the Persian request for a loan from the United 
States on the ground that President Roosevelt had promised a loan and 
the British Government had obtained a loan as a result of decreased oil 
‘ouncilifim revenues. He promised collaboration with the International Bank in any 


harac-4M solution within the limits of the Persian nationalization law. He later 
d pay-H announced that Persia would not pursue its request for a U.S. loan in 
edged view of the United States’ unfavourable attitude. 

in the 28 Mar.—A demonstration by the Communist-sponsored Demo- 


cratic Youth led to a clash with the police in which casualties were 

isionsiim™ reported as twelve killed (including two policemen) and nearly 1oo 

inured. Several arrests were made. 

> €00- 30 Mar.—The Government placed the country under martial law 

inited MM nd imposed a curfew. Gen. Moghadam was appointed Military 

Governor. 

ion of 1 Apr.—Hussein Fatemi’s newspaper, Bakhtar Emruz, announced 

to alm that the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs had cancelled telegraphic 

ae press facilities for Reuter and the Daily Express. 

make 

into POLAND. 25 Mar.—Canada. A Note was delivered to the Canadian 

bmit Mj Legation demanding the return of Polish art treasures which had been 

il by MM handed over to the Canadian Government for safe keeping during the 
ie V2. The Note alleged that many of the treasures had been ‘sequestered’ 

[and MM by a Canadian official by agreement with ‘traitor’ officials of the former 

units émigré Polish Government. 

eded 1 Apr.—East German-Polish ‘friendship month’ (see Germany). 


tent @j SIAM. 30 Mar.—New Government. The composition of a new 
Government under Marshal Pibul Songgram was announced. The 
mal @M Marshal assumed in addition to the premiership the portfolios of 
able HMI Defence and Culture, and Prince Wan Waidayakorn became Foreign 
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Siam ( 
Minister. Most of the members of the interim Cabinet appointed ip 
November 1951 remained in office though some in different posts, 


SOUTH AFRICA. 20 Mar.—The Coloured Franchise. The Suprem 
Court of Appeal in a judgement delivered on the application by four 
coloured voters contesting the validity of the Separate Representation of 
Voters Act, ruled that the Act was invalid because Parliament, when 
passing it, was improperly constituted under the terms of the South 
Africa Act (passed by the British Parliament, at that time supreme) 
in that it did not consider the Bill in joint session of the House of 
Assembly and the Senate but enacted it by a bare majority in separate 
sittings. (By the Separate Representation Act coloured voters were 
placed on a separate roll to vote for special representatives in Parlia- 
ment). The Court held that the entrenched clauses of the South Africa HiMBudge' 
Act were not nullified by the Statute of Westminster (1931); the Statute Mimdeficit 
had not resulted in any modification of the entrenched clauses. 1952-7 

The Prime Minister, Dr Malan, told the House of Assembly that 3jjnounc 
the Court’s judgement had created a constitutional position which could 
not be accepted. Neither Parliament nor people could accept a position 
where the legislative sovereignty of the lawfully elected representatives 
of the people was denied, and where an appointed judicial authority 
assumed a testing right, particularly as the judicial authority did not act, 
and was not obliged to act, consistently. There was:no certainty that a 
subsequent Court of Appeal might not reverse this latest decision, and 
it was undesirable that decisions of this kind should vary with the 
composition of the Court, as that would bring the danger of a ‘packed’ 
Court. The Government would take the necessary steps to ensure that 
the sovereignty of Parliament was placed beyond any shadow of doubt. 

A request by the Opposition leader, Mr Strauss, for an early debate on 
the issue was refused by Dr Malan. 

2x Mar.—Dr Malan announced that the Government intended to 
introduce legislation to put the sovereignty of Parliament beyond doubt 
and to protect the courts against the ‘danger’ of testing the validity of 
Acts of Parliament. This legislation would be retrospective to the pass- 
ing of the Statute of Westminster. 

22 Mar.—Mr Strauss, United Party leader, issued a statement 
declaring that his party would fight Dr Malan’s decision to limit the 
power of the courts with all their strength, in Parliament, and if neces- 
sary in the courts. The United Party and the War Veterans’ Torch Com- 
mando issued a joint statement appealing to all South Africans, of what- 
ever political views, to show their solidarity in upholding the sanctity of 
the law and the inviolability of the Constitution by flocking to the 
meetings which were to be held to fight the Government’s intentions. 

24 Mar.—An attempt by Mr Strauss to initiate a parliamentary 
debate on the constitutional crisis on the motion for the adjournment 
was overruled by the Speaker. 

Dr Malan and other leaders of the Nationalist Party issued a state- 
ment in which they declared that ‘the struggle which has now again 
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sen through the actions of the United Party is nothing less than a 
wival of the attacks of imperialism on nationalism’. The statement 
cused the United Party of opposing the rights of Parliament and of 
iemanding that it should not have complete control over its own acts. It 
‘eclared that no court which was not responsible to the people could 
werrule Parliament, and it contended that the Appeal Court judge- 
ment of 1937 had affirmed the principle that Parliament was the 
preme legislative authority in the Union which no court dared over- 
ide, and that Gen. Smuts had supported this view. 

Meetings of several thousands in Durban and Johannesburg de- 
inded the Government's resignation. In Pretoria police reinforce- 
ents were called out to check clashes between Government and 
)pposition supporters. 

2 Nov.—_The Budget. The Finance Minister, presenting the 
Budget, said 1951-2 would end with a surplus of £4 m. instead of a 
ieficit of £3 m. estimated a year earlier. The total expenditure for 
1952-3 was shown as £205,965,000, a record, and Mr Havenga an- 
hounced a long list of new taxes which would have to be imposed to 
prevent a deficit. They included increases in Customs and Excise duties 
on beer, cigarettes, and other luxuries; higher post office charges and 
vompany taxes; increased stamp duties; and reductions in income tax 
allowances. They were expected to bring in some {11 m., and this, with 
arears of income tax, was estimated to produce a Budget surplus of 
(1,431,000. He also announced that imports would be cut by £70 m. to 
{400 m. to meet the deficit in external payments. 

Great Britain. Mr Havenga said that consultations were proceed- 
ing about help to Britain in support of sterling. As an interim 
measure, the Reserve Bank had been authorized to sell Britain {10 m. 
in gold. 

28 Mar.—Coloured Franchise. The Senate rejected by 20 votes to 
14a motion asking the Government to give an undertaking that it 
would accept the Appeal Court’s judgement on the Separate Rep- 
resentation of Voters Act or resign. It also adopted by the same ma- 
rity an amendment expressing confidence in the Government. 

Mr Strauss issued a statement in reply to the Nationalist statement of 
4 March. It said that Dr Malan’s contentions that the Appeal Court 
made the South African Parliament subservient to a British Act of 
Parliament and that the British Parliament could amend or repeal the 
South Africa Act were false because a binding convention had grown up 
that Britain would not legislate on the internal affairs of a self-governing 
territory. The Balfour Declaration of 1926 had placed the question 
beyond all doubt. Dr Malan’s statement that the crisis was the con- 
tnuation of the struggle between imperialism and nationalism was also 
false. The United Party had taken its stand on the side of the law and for 
the maintenance of the white people of South Africa. 

Chief Justice Centlivres made a statement in the appellate division on 
negotiations between himself, the chairman of the Van Riebeeck 
festival central committee, and the Prime Minister about the delivery of 
judgement in the coloured voters case. 
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SUDAN. 23 Mar.—A four-day general strike called by the Work 
Federation began in support of a demand for higher wages, 

2 Apr.—Draft New Constitution. The Civil Secretary presenty 
to the Legislative Assembly a draft new constitution which he yj 
represented the last stage in the country’s advance towards gif 
determination. It provided for an all-Sudanese Cabinet (which shoy 
include at least two Southerners) ; an all-Sudanese Chamber of Deputig 
of which twenty-four members would be elected directly by secrg 
ballot and fifty-four indirectly through electoral colleges; and a Senaj 
partially elected and partially nominated. The Governor-General wou 
have no reserve powers except during the transitional stage but certai 
departments, including the judiciary, the public service commission an 
the auditor-general would remain under his authority. In the trans 
tional period until the Sudanese should exercise their right of sel 
determination the Governor-General would have exclusive respons 
bility for foreign affairs, a right to veto bills concerning the Civil Servig 
or Southern Sudan, and also the usual emergency powers. 


SYRIA. 28 Mar.—An explosion wrecked part of the U.S. informatia 
service building in Damascus, killing one person. 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 20 Mar.—On the fourth anniversa 
of the three-Power declaration in favour of the return of the Fre 
Territory to Italy, Italian demonstrations against the delay in carryi 
out the proposals led to clashes with the police who attempted to dis 
perse the crowds by mounted charges. Some thirty people werggmm hich 
injured. 

The Allied Military Government issued a communiqué expressing TUN 
deep regret at the number of injured during the demonstrations ang {ene 
saying that in spite of the efforts of A.M.G. to secure that the demongamm the d 
strations should be orderly, irresponsible elements had used t Iespo 
occasion to imperil public safety and to compel police intervention. ami 

21 Mar.—A twelve-hour general strike was proclaimed as from midg ¥'s @ 
night in protest against the police action the previous day and tq ie ha 


demand the removal from Trieste of all allied officials considered to Th 
responsible for it. The Mayor, Signor Bartoli, proclaimed a policy mem 
civil disobedience, and the Italian diplomatic representative handed Pr 
Note of protest to the Military Governor, Gen. Winterton. Pran 
22 Mar.—Rioting broke out in Trieste led by organized Fascists wh@@m 26 
attacked British centres and stoned British soldiers. A battle with thggj Mini 
police lasted three hours and was only ended when the police threatencq@j (0 en 
to open fire. About 157 persons, including fifty-one policemen, werd mu: 
injured. British troops were confined to barracks. tort 
The Military Governor received a delegation of Italian party repregim o! g 
sentatives who demanded an inquiry into the conduct of British polic@ vas 
officers and A.M.G. officials on 20 March. Gen. Winterton told the enfo 
that the responsibility for maintaining law and order was solely bi M 
23 Mar.—Minor clashes occurred again when the police disperset * 


groups of youths by baton charges. 


24 
ptherw 
State 
26 
inist 
Ita 
29 
sen 
angin 
| 
regula 
Marsh 
school 
Caf 
1A\ 
acting 
[riest 
agains 
sid t 


20 MARCH 1952 — 2 APRIL 1952 207 


x Mar.—School children paraded through the streets demanding 
» release of those arrested during the disorders. The situation was 
herwise normal. 

Statement on riots by Mr Eden (see Great Britain). 

26 Mar.—The Allied Military Government announced that admini- 
B.rative elections would be held in Zone A on the same day as ad- 
inistrative elections in central and southern Italy (25 May) and that 
¢ Italian procedure of linked electoral lists would be adopted. 

2 Mar.—A Yugoslav court martial at Capodistria (capital of Zone 
p) sentenced five Italians found guilty of espionage to prison terms 
nnging from one to six years. 
jt Mar.—The radio station in the Yugoslav Zone B replaced its 
regular programme by broadcasts of partisan songs and excerpts from 
\arshal Tito’s speech (see Yugoslavia). Later all shops, factories, and 
shools were closed and protest rallies against Italian claims were held 
in Capodistria and other cities of the zone. 

1 Apr.—The chief of the Yugoslav mission protested officially to the 
«ting Commander of Zone A against the decision to hold elections in 
Trieste on the same day as elections in central and southern Italy and 
wainst the application of the Italian system of linked electoral lists. He 
aid the elections in existing circumstances could benefit only the 
lulian parties desiring a return of Trieste to Italy, and the system of 
inked lists was aimed against the Slovene electorate. 

Demonstrations in the Yugoslav zone against the London talks on 
| to distil Trieste were reported to have degenerated into anti-Italian disorders in 
le wergamm which Italian shops and cafés had been damaged. 


yressinglamm IUNISIA. 25 Mar.—M. de Hautecloque, the French Resident- 
ns anf General, had an audience with the Bey at which he formally asked for 
demonamm the dismissal of the Chenik Government which he said must be held 
ed thm mponsible for the existing unrest owing to its failure to fulfil its 


Mn. uministrative duties. He declared that the Government’s dismissal 
m midjamm Wes an absolute condition for discussion of the proposed reforms which 
and tm he had received from the French Government. 

d to The Bey later sent the Resident-General his reply in the form of a 


licy OE memorandum addressed to the French President. 
nded ~_ against the French demand by M. Salah ben-Yusef (see 
vance). 

26 Mar.—M. Chenik, the Prime Minister, and three other Tunisian 
Ministers were arrested by order of the Resident-General and removed 
to enforced residence in the south, At the same time M. Habib Bour- 
uiba, president of the Neo-Destour who was under house arrest in the 
worth, was removed with members of the Communist Party to a place 
of greater security. Gen. Gabay, the French commander in Tunisia, 
was made responsible for the police, and a state of siege was strictly 
«forced and a curfew imposed in the larger towns. 

M. de Hautecloque broadcast a proclamation explaining the reason 
for the measures. He said that, by sending two of his Ministers to Paris 
‘0 complain against France to the United Nations, M. Chenik had, 
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Tunisia (continued) 
from the day of his (the Resident’s) arrival, adopted an aggress 
policy and that he had encouraged the revent acts of terrorism whig 
had taken place. It was essential that the atmosphere of ill-will and 
faith deliberately fostered by the Government be changed so that ¢f 
reforms approved in Paris could be carried out, and he had therefy 
asked the Bey to appoint a new Prime Minister. 

The French Commander issued another proclamation details 
penalties for acts against the State’s security oi forbidding all demogiimmbolitic 
strations. imini 

Shopkeepers in the native quarters of Tunis closed their shops asfiimmovers 
protest against the measures. birst 

28 Mar.—Following an audience given by the Bey to two envoys @iimlad fir 
the French President and the Resident-General, the Bey appointe 
M. Salah ud-Din Baqqush (Baccouche), Prime Minister from 1943- 
to replace M. Chenik as Prime Minister. 

An announcement issued after the audience stated that the Bey 3 
the Resident had agreed on reforms which, ‘while reaffirming the Bey 
sovereignty and extending to all institutions of the country, would bri 
Tunisia towards internal autonomy by stages, while respecting the righ 
and interests of France and French citizens’. The reforms would gi 
members of the Government complete autonomy in the execution of t 
administration; grant Tunisians a preferential right to employment j 
the public service; and establish both local and national representatiy 
assemblies. The guiding principles for the implementation of the 
measures would be settled by the Bey and the Resident and would the 
be submitted to a mixed committee on 24 April. 

It was also announced that the Resident-General had promised t 
rescind most of the new security measures, including the arrest of th 
Ministers, as soon as possible. 

In an appeal to the people for calm, the Bey said that men with e 
secret intentions ‘had provoked disorders which we reprove and whi 
our religion condemns’. 

Statement by two Ministers in Cairo (see Egypt). 

Statement by M. Schuman (see France). 

29 Mar.—The Bey signed the decree making the French Residen 
General Foreign Minister (a formality inscribed in the Protectorat 
agreement but refused by the Chenik Government). 

The Arab quarter of Tunis remained on strike with all shops shut. 

30 Mar.—A large-scale police action in Tunis led to the seizure 0 
Neo-Destour and Communist party documents and a number « 
arrests. 

31 Mar.—The nationalist leader, M. Nouira, was arrested and sen 
into political exile at Remada a few hours after refusing a Governme 
post offered by M. Baqqush. 

1 Apr.—M. Baqqush, the Prime Minister, issued a statement out 
lining the French programme of reforms agreed to by the Bey. Th 
reforms rested on three main principles: (1) recognition of the Bey 
sovereignty, in accordance with which French rights could be guaran 


iden 
dacter 
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4 only by a bilateral agreement between the two countries; (2) 


ageressi Tunisian institutions to be covered by the programme; (3) its aim 
ism Whi@MMpuld be to achieve Tunisian antonomy by stages while respecting 
Il and by rench rights. ; 

O that NE Reform of the Tunisian Government would be designed to give 


ads of the administration complete freedom in the running of their 
partments rather than to hand over to Tunisian Ministers depart- 
vats controlled by French technical directors, with a resultant 
bolition of central control over officials and of French assent to 
jministrative orders. The Bey would be assisted in the exercise of his 
hops asfimowers by an all-Tunisian legislative council of about thirty members, 
rirst appointed by the Bey, but ultimately to be elected. For budgetary 
envoys @ammad financial matters, an assembly half French and half Tunisian, 
PPOintéllmuld be created on the lines of the Grand Council and elected in 
1 1943-fimernciple. In each district a council would vote on the local budget, 
nd all towns would have elected municipalities with French represen- 
tion. Councils of the larger towns would have an equal number of 
the and Tunisian representatives. 
ald bring M. Baqqush revealed in his statement that owing to the difficulties 
he right: had encountered in trying to form a Government he had asked to be 
wuld givlilieved of the task but had been urged by the Bey to persevere. 

on of thi 2 Apr.—Asian-Arab request for immediate meeting of the Security 
ment if@mouncil (see United Nations, Security Council). 


theref 


ll 


sentatl M. Zevaco, French vice-president of the Sousse municipality, was 
of thegiMudly injured in a bomb explosion in his office. It was the second attempt 
uld then his life since February. 

nised t D NATIONS 

t of thiDisarmament Commission 


a Mar.—Sir Gladwyn Jebb objected to Mr Malik’s persistent 
‘ith evilimplaints that the Commission had not condemned the Americans 
1 whiclor engaging in germ warfare in Korea, and said the raising of the 
question was completely out of order. He suggested that some epidemic 
occurring in North Korea and northern China, and that the 
wernments had found it necessary to put the blame on ‘the wicked 
sidentiiorigner’. Unless the Communists agreed to an impartial investigation 
ctorat@iicy were admitting the falsity of their charges from the very start. 
He described the Soviet working plan for a disarmament commission 
a series of substantive proposals almost all of which had been 
ure OMjected by the Assembly before. He urged that an attempt be made to 
ber the U.S. working plan. 
2 Mar.—Korea. Mr Malik rejected the proposal that the Inter- 
tutional Red Cross should investigate the charges of bacteriological 
nmenmNrfare in Korea and repeated his demand that the Commission 
ould concern itself with the matter. He said the International Red 
t outgE (ross, being in reality a Swiss organization, could not be expected to act 
@ee*thout bias. Quoting from U.S. official documents and the press as 
idence, he accused the United States of carrying out research in 
aran@il bcteriological warfare. He also asserted that an equal percentage reduc- 
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United Nations (continued) 

tion of the great Powers’ armed forces would not favour a continued 
Soviet preponderance, as official data showed that the armed forces of 
Britain, France, and the United States exceeded five million men which 
was over twice the Soviet total. 

Mr Cohen (United States) defended the impartiality of the Inter. 
national Red Cross and said that U.S. research in bacteriological warfare 
was a natural defensive measure. 

M. Moch (France) presented a compromise disarmament plan for: 
concurrent study of an arms census and of arms limitation in the initial 


stage. 

28 Mar.—After Mr Cohen (U.S.A.) had accepted M. Moch’s com- 
promise working plan, M. Malik rejected it, saying it was merely a 
camouflaged and abridged version of the U.S. programme. 


Security Council 

2 Apr.—Tunisia. The President of the Council received letters from 
‘ twelve Asian and African States (including Pakistan), requesting a 
immediate meeting to consider the Tunisian dispute. 


World Health Organization 

z1 Mar.—The U.S. Secretary-General announced that the World 
Health Organization had sent to China and to North Korea a tek- 
graphed offer to help control the epidemics in North Korea. 


UNITED STATES. 20 Mar.—Persia. The State Department issued a 
statement denying reports that the U.S.A. had imposed certain con- 
ditions for the grant of financial aid to Persia, and pointing out that the 
United States had consistently made plain that a settlement of the 
Anglo-Persian oil dispute was possible in which the interests of both 
countries would be protected and which would make the working of the 
oil industry economically feasible and practicable. The ofter made by 
the International Bank had provided a good opportunity to reach this 
objective. The United States had received several requests from the 
Persian Government for loans and for direct financial aid to ease the 
situation resulting from Persia’s loss of the oil revenues, and its position 
in response to these requests had been that ‘it could not justify aid of 
the type requested at a time when Persia has the opportunity of recel’- 
ing adequate revenues from its oil industry without prejudice to its 
national interests’. 

Japanese Peace Treaty, etc. The Senate ratified the Peace Treaty 
with Japan by 66 votes to 10, and the Mutual Security Treaty with 
Japan by 58 votes to g. It also approved, by a voice vote, the ratification 
of the security treaty with Australia and New Zealand and the mutual 
security pact with the Philippines. 

21 Mar.—Indo-China. The Secretary of Defence told the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee that reports had been received of the 
presence in Indo-China of some Chinese Communist troops to assist 
the Viet-Minh Communists. 
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Korea. Mr Acheson told the press that the Government were fully 
prepared to co-operate with the World Health Organization in investi- 
ating the charge of germ warfare, and if the Communists did not 
accept its offer it would simply confirm that they had no regard for 
the welfare of the people under their control. 

23 Mar.—Mutual Security Programme. In a presidential 
directive, President Truman allocated $4,300,000 for the reception and 
resettlement of refugees from Iron Curtain countries. 

Mar.—President Truman sent to Congress a three-point pro- 
gramme asking for: (1) aid for refugees from Iron Curtain countries; 
(2) continued participation in the international effort to resettle persons 
from over-populated areas of western Europe; (3) authorization for 
additional immigration into the United States to alleviate the problems 
created by Communist tyranny and by over-population in western 
Europe. 

25 Mar.—N.A.T.O.: Atlantic Naval Forces. Admiral McCormick, 
Supreme Allied Commander, Atlantic, reported to the press on his visit 
to nine N.A.T.O. countries. He expressed concern in regard to the 
small numbers of naval forces available which he said might set a 
definite limit to troop reinforcements, and he said that most of the 
smaller countries’ ships required considerable modernization before 
World fim they could be of use in the Atlantic. Some of the smaller countries had 
a tele- NN not enough ships to control their own coastal waters and he had urged 

them to build up their fleets at least to that level. He thoughi his forces 

would be roughly in the following proportion: 60 per cent U.S., 30 per 
ssued afm cent British, and 10 per cent other N.A.T.O. countries. 
N con- Western Powers’ Note to Russia on a German peace treaty (see 
hat the U.S.S.R.). 
of the Soviet Armed Strength. Appearing before the House Foreign 
f both MM Affairs Committee in support of the foreign aid programme, Gen. 
-of the im Gruenther, Chief of Staff to Gen. Eisenhower, said that in the last few 
ide by Mm Years the size of the Russian army had remained at 175 divisions, of 
sh this HH which sixty-five were mechanized, but it had been improved. The Air 
m the Force had 20,000 operational aircraft of which 4,000 were jets, and the 
se the fm Navy had 300 submarines. 
sition 26 Mar.—In a statement to the press on the primary purposes of the 
aid of im Western Note to Russia on Germany, Mr Acheson, Secretary of State, 
eceiv- (im ‘id that a favourable Soviet response to the western Note of 13 March 
to its Mj n Austria would be an encouraging augury for any future discussions 

on a German peace treaty. He reaffirmed that the United States would 
reaty Mm Continue to support measures for the formation of a European com- 
with $M munity designed to strengthen its members’ economies and defensive 
-ation capacities as a whole. 
utual Korea. Mr Acheson again denied that the United Nations had adopt- 

ed germ warfare in Korea and said that the falsity of the Communist 
fouse HM charge was demonstrated by their refusal to allow an impartial investi- 
f the MM sation. He said the group of lawyers who had substantiated the charges 
assist Wi “2s composed of Communists and former Nazis-turned-Communists 

who had gone to Korea from east Germany. 
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United States (continued) 

28 Mar.—N.A.T.O. Following an appearance by Gen. Gruen 
before the House Armed Services Committee, Mr Vinson, its chai 
said that the General had outlined the five major problems bef 
S.H.A.P.E. These were: (1) the development of air power; (2) ¢ 
strengthening of the mobilization system for land reserves; (3) ¢4 
impact of the war in Indo-China on the expansion of forces in Europ 
(4) problems connected with German participation in western defen 
(5) the maintenance of sound economies in both the United States ay 
Europe. 

30 Mar.—Presidency. President Truman announced that he wou 
not stand for re-election at the presidential election. 

Mr Wilson resigned his appointment as Director of Defence Mobil 
zation owing to a difference of opinion with the President over th 
Wage Stabilization Board’s recommendations for settling the ste 
dispute. 

1 Apr.—The State Department said that a statement made that dammeec's! 
in Tokio by Mr Kimball, Secretary of the Navy, that the U.S. Nayimmprovi 
would probably ‘stand on the side lines and cheer’ any Chinese Nationjjmmment. 
ist attempt to invade the Chinese mainland from Formosa was nom 
cleared with policy officials in Washington and did not represent thggmpmiti 
Government’s policy which remained as outlined in President Truman 
directive of 27 June 1950. 

Japanese token deposit for the redemption of Japanese bonds (1 


‘apan). 

U.S.S.R. A message from M. Stalin was received by a group 1 
newspaper editors in reply to questions they had telegraphed him 0 
24 March. The questions and answers were: (1) Is a third world wa 
closer now than two or three years ago? No, it is not; (2) Would a meeting 4 
the heads of the great Powers be useful? Possibly it would be useful 
(3) Do you consider the present moment opportune for the unification 
Germany? Yes, 1 do; (4) On what basis is co-existence of capitalism o 
Communism possible? Peaceful co-existence of capitalism and Com 
munism is quite possible if there is a mutual desire for co-operation, 
there is a readiness to fulfil the undertaken obligation, if there t 
observed the principle of equality and not interference in the intern 
affairs of the other States. 

2 Apr.—Netherlands. Queen Juliana and the Prince of the Nether 
lands arrived in Washington at the start of a three weeks’ visit tot 
United States. 


U.S.S.R. 25 Mar.—German Peace Treaty. British, French, a 
U.S. Notes, replying in identical terms to the Soviet Note of 10 Marc 
were presented in Moscow. After declaring that the conclusion of 
just and lasting peace treaty with Germany was an essential objectiv 
of the three Governments, the Note stated that, as the Soviet Govern 
ment recognized, such a treaty required the formation of an al 
German Government expressing the will of the German people. Suc 
a Government could be set up only on the basis of free elections. Afi 
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sential was that these elections be held in circumstances which safe- 
arded the national and individual liberties of the German people. 
The United Nations Commission appointed to ascertain if this con- 
Hition existed had been assured of facilities in the Federal Republic and 
, west Berlin. The three Governments would be glad to learn that such 
cilities would also be afforded in the Soviet Zone and in eastern 
berlin. The Note pointed out that the Soviet Note gave no indication 
{what the international position of an all-German Government would 
before the conclusion of a peace treaty and expressed the view that 
hat Government should be free, both before and after the peace treaty, 
» enter into associations compatible with U.N. principles. The three 
overnments considered that detailed discussion of a peace treaty was 
pot possible until a free all-German Government had been formed and 
ould participate in the discussions. In regard to the Soviet statement 
hat German territory had been determined by frontiers laid down at 
Potsdam, they reminded the Soviet Government that the Potsdam 
decisions had laid down no definitive German frontiers and had clearly 
rovided that final determination of these must await the peace settle- 
nent. The Soviet proposal that the peace treaty should provide for the 
pmation of German national armed forces while at the same time 
imiting Germany’s freedom to enter into association with other 
guntries was described as a step backwards which might jeopardize 
he emergence in Europe of a new era of co-operation. Reaffirming their 
lief in the need for European unity, the three Powers declared their 
upport for plans to secure Germany’s participation in a purely defens- 
we European community and stated that the formation of German 
tional forces would be inconsistent with this aim. 
orld vam U.S. estimate of Soviet armed strength (see United States). 
yeeting 29 Mar.—Indian protest re anti-Indian propaganda (see Jndia). 
- useful 31 Mar.—Moscow Radio announced cuts of from 10 to 20 per cent 
cation retail food prices. 


lism a 1 Apr.—M. Stalin’s message to U.S. editors (see United States). 


[UGOSLAVIA. 28 Mar.—Defence. The deputy Defence Minister 
mnounced in the National Assembly that 200,000 m. dinars, or 22 per 
ent of the national income, would be spent on defence during 1952— 
mi increase of 1.48 per cent over expenditure in 1951. 
Nethergimm 29 Mar.—Trieste. Mr Mates, deputy Foreign Minister, said in the 
t to th@m\ctional Assembly that Yugoslavia had not been consulted about the 
london conference on Trieste and that any decisions made at the 
tonference would not be binding on Yugoslavia and would in no way 
fluence Yugoslav policy or infringe her rights. He expressed his 
Government’s wish to reach a settlement with Italy through bilateral 
Megotiations but said that the violent anti-Yugoslav campaigns sup- 
orted by the Italian Government and the Vatican and Italian insistence 
nn fulfilment of the tripartite declaration of 1948 were the main obstacles 
agreement. 
31 Mar.—Trieste. In a speech to the National Assembly which was 
broadcast by Belgrade Radio, Marshal Tito condemned the forthcoming 


d Com 


214 20 MARCH 1952 — 2 APRIL 1952 


Yugoslavia (continued) 
London conference on Trieste and warned the western Powers thy 
their policy might cost them the sympathies of the Yugoslav peopk 
He said that any attempt to solve the dispute without Yugoslav partic. 
pation would be a ‘far greater mistake even than the tripartite declan. 
tion of 20 March 1948’. Yugoslavia would never agree to Italian occup- 
tion of the Anglo-U.S. zone nor would she agree to the cutting up of 
Zone B. He declared that settlement lay along the lines of the latex 
Yugoslav proposals (for joint Italian-Yugoslav administration, see 29 
February), followed eventually by a plebiscite. The Italians must als 
accord Slovene minorities in Italy the same rights as Italian minorities 
enjoyed in Yugoslavia. He said the anti- Yugoslav campaigns in Italy 
had been fostered by the Italian Government who had adopted a Fascist 
policy in regard to Trieste and were ‘tending to exploit the Atlantic 
Pact for their imperialist aims’ against Yugoslavia. The Russians were 
also trying to exploit the situation at Yugoslavia’s expense, and Russian 
policy, acting through the Italian Communist party, had identical views 
with the Italian Fascists. 

Demonstrations against Italian claims on Trieste took place in 
Belgrade before and after the speech. 

2 Apr.—Italian statement on Italo- Yugoslav trade (see Jtaly). 


May 
June 
Sept. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


International Court’s hearing of Anglo-Persian oil dispute, 
The Hague. 

Unesco Executive Board, 29th session, Paris. 

Egyptian General Election. 

Trieste Administrative elections (Zone A). 

Council of Europe Consultative Assembly, Part I, Stras- 
bourg 

World Health Organization, roth session, Geneva. 

I.L.0. Conference, Geneva. 

Council of Europe Consultative Assembly, Part II, Stras- 


bourg. 
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